FRIENDS OF CRUMPLE ISLAND
SUMMER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Meet the 2021 Downeast Institute Interns
MARGARET CAMPBELL (HATCHERY)

Since the University of Maine at Machias is now
a regional campus of the University of Maine,
we are able to host even more student interns
over the summer. 2021 has been especially busy.
MARIAH PEARSON (HATCHERY)

Margaret is a rising senior at the University of Maine, studying
Marine Science and History. She was raised in San Diego, CA and has
a strong interest in marine policy.
Margaret's internship is sponsored by the University of Maine
Aquaculture Research Initiative (ARI). At DEI, Margaret assists with
grading larvae, conditioning broodstock and basic shellfish
husbandry. She is leading an independent research project
comparing soft-shell clam larvae growth in static and flow-through
hatchery systems. Margaret is also excited about testing
aquaculture techniques in lobster pounds and visiting large shellfish
farms.
Margaret's future plans include attending graduate school and
pursuing a career where she can do both outreach and lab research.
She hopes to one day work for the federal government at the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration.

Mariah is a rising junior at the University of Maine, where
she plays on the Division 1 softball team. She is earning a
Bachelor of Arts in Marine Science with concentrations in
Marine Biology and Aquaculture. Mariah is from
Mooresville, NC.
As a hatchery intern, Mariah helps care for broodstock and
juvenile shellfish. She also helps in the field stripping
mussel ropes and tending our tidal impoundments.
After finishing school, Mariah hopes to become a marine
biologist and help grow scallops, oysters, or finfish.

HUNTER CARSON (HATCHERY)

ABBY LADNER (HATCHERY)

Hunter will soon receive his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Marine Science with a minor in Aquaculture from the
University of Maine. Although he lived in a variety of states
before moving to Maine, he calls Norfolk, VA his home.
Hunter loves the opportunity to get to work in DEI's
commercial-scale experimental hatchery. He helps with
broodstock and juvenile care and assists with developing
grow-out technology. He is also conducting an independent
research project on the growth of European and American
oysters under varying temperature and salinity conditions.
In the future, Hunter would like to run his own RAS (recirculating aquaculture system) and work with sturgeon.
In addition to Hunter's DEI-funded internship, he is also a
member of the Darling Marine Center's SEA Fellows program
which emphasizes the economic impacts of marine science.
Originally from Danville, PA, Abby moved to Maine to
pursue a degree in Marine Science with a minor in Fisheries
at the University of Maine. She will be a senior this year.
Abby helps out with "a little bit of everything" in DEI's
hatchery, completing activities such as spawning and
feeding animals and assisting with general care. She also
participates in farm-based work, which is what excites
Abby most. She enjoys working with the oysters, and has
helped DEI deploy and operate our two demonstration
oyster farms in Beals.
Abby would like to pursue a career in the field of shellfish
restoration, where she can raise animals for the purpose of
replenishing wild populations.

KATELIN DOUGHTY
Katelin is a rising senior at the University of Maine at Machias (UMM) studying
Wildlife Biology. She is originally from Machiasport, ME.
Katelin joined us at DEI this summer as a work-study student through UMM.
She created a digital historical archive from over 30 years of Dr. Brian Beal's
articles and photos, cataloged and organized DEI's library, conducted a scallop
literature review, and assisted with lab work. Katelin's future goal is to
rehabilitate wildlife and potentially work as a wildlife biologist. She also has an
interest in studying ticks.

KASSANDRA ROOT (OCEAN ACIDIFICATION LAB)
Kassandra is a rising senior at Cedar Crest College in Pennsylvania. She
is majoring in Environmental Conservation and minoring in Political
Science.
Kassandra is working with DEI's research scientist, Dr. Rob Holmberg,
and visiting PhD candidate, Ray Czaja. She is assisting with ocean
acidification and warming (OAW) experiments on local marine
shellfish species (such as Atlantic surf clams) and larval lobsters. She is
also helping monitor mudflat carbonate chemistry at DEI's two Clam
Recruitment Monitoring Network field sites in Beals. Kassandra is
most excited about expanding her understanding of ocean
acidification and warming while spending her summer at DEI.
Kassandra looks forward to receiving a PhD in a field related to marine
biology and is excited to see where that will take her in her career.

Donor Highlight
The Koven family recently made a generous
donation to DEI in honor of John Federico, who
started the Friends of Crumple Island Scholarship
Fund in 2013.
"When you are fortunate enough to have someone
like John Federico become part of your life, it is not
something to be taken lightly. Ten years ago, he
took charge of my complicated medical situation
and saved my life," stated Richard Koven.
"I didn't really have a chance of surviving and
because of his expertise, tenacity and dedication, I
am here today. So honoring him with a donation to
one of his favorite causes was the natural thing to
do. Love you, John, and thank you!"
The donation was made from the Helen and
Richard Koven Gratitude Fund to the Friends of
Crumple Island Scholarship Fund.

Friends of Crumple
Island Scholarship
Fund Update

"I see... the Downeast Institute as a most
tangible manifestation for how man
should work with and within our natural
surroundings. Your organization,
diligence and enthusiasm may help push
us back to a more responsible and
symbiotic relationship with our shoreline
and oceans.
I would like others to appreciate the effort
that it takes to be responsible stewards of
the land and the sea around us. For me
and my family, this region is almost
timeless and we have great respect for
you, the students, and fisherman and
families who make their living on or
about the sea."
- John Federico to Dr. Brian Beal,
April 2013

Our goal is to raise $25,000 for the
scholarship fund. As of late June,
$17,811 has been raised. Only $7,189
remains until we reach our goal.

The Friends of Crumple Island Scholarship Fund helps Downeast Institute
defray the cost of paid summer internships for undergraduate students,
particularly those enrolled in UMM’s Marine Biology program. We are proud
of the success these bright and engaged young people have had with their
direct research experiences at DEI. Visit our web site to watch a video
featuring a research project conducted with Dr. Beal by two UMM
undergraduate students in 2020:
https://downeastinstitute.org/research/soft-shell-clams/how-many-eggs
does-a-clam-produce/. While you’re there, please take the time (30 minutes)
to watch our recent origin story documentary.
Thank you for supporting our commitment to the young, curious minds who
we believe will help sustain Maine’s productive marine environment.

Andrew Duvall, 2020 UMM Intern
Soft-shell Clam Fecundity Study
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